H5948

Year 2012, reported favorably to the
House with an amendment, and last
week filed its report on the bill in the
House. The bill is currently expected to
be considered in the House this coming
Friday.

Mr. Speaker, the classified Schedule
of Authorizations and the -classified
Annex accompanying the bill are avail-
able for review by Members at the of-
fices of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence in room HVC-304
of the Capitol Visitors Center. The
committee office will open during reg-
ular business hours for the convenience
of any Member who wishes to review
this material prior to its consideration
by the House.

I recommend that Members wishing
to review the classified Annex contact
the committee’s director of security to
arrange a time and date for that view-
ing. This will ensure the availability of
committee staff to assist Members who
desire assistance during their review of
these classified materials.

I urge interested Members to review
these materials in order to better un-
derstand the committee’s recommenda-
tions. The classified Annex to the com-
mittee’s report contains the commit-
tee’s recommendations on the intel-
ligence budget for fiscal year 2012 and
related classified information that can-
not be disclosed publicly.

It is important that Members keep in
mind the requirements of clause 13 of
House rule XXIII, which only permits
access to classified information by
those Members of the House who have
signed the oath provided for in the
rule.

If a Member has not yet signed that
oath but wishes to review the classified
Annex and Schedule of Authorizations,
the committee staff can administer the
oath and see to it that the executed
form is sent to the Clerk’s Office. In
addition, the committee’s rules require
that Members agree in writing to a
nondisclosure agreement. The agree-
ment indicates that the Member has
been granted access to the classified
Annex and that they are familiar with
the rules of the House and the com-
mittee with respect to the classified
nature of that information and the lim-
itations on the disclosure of that infor-
mation.

I thank the Speaker.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2218, EMPOWERING PARENTS
THROUGH QUALITY CHARTER
SCHOOLS ACT, AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R.
1892, INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012

Ms. FOXX, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-200) on the resolution (H.
Res. 392) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 2218) to amend the char-
ter school program under the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, and providing for consideration of
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the bill (H.R. 1892) to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2012 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government,
the Community Management Account,
and the Central Intelligence Agency
Retirement and Disability System, and
for other purposes, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

———

QUESTION OF PERSONAL
PRIVILEGE

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
a point of personal privilege.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT). The Chair has been made
aware of a valid basis for the gentle-
man’s point of personal privilege.

The gentleman from Ohio is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, tonight
I wish to speak to this Congress and to
my fellow Americans about inter-
national policy and its relationship to
the domestic economy. I will advocate
a new direction America must take in
the world so that we can meet the
needs of our people here at home.

For the past decade, we have relied
on the force of our arms to make
America more secure while our econ-
omy has rotted from within. America
has lost its focus. America has spent
more time concentrating on reshaping
the world than on reshaping our econ-
omy. We have created hundreds of
thousands of jobs for military contrac-
tors all over the world while we have
just learned that we have created zero
jobs here in the United States in the
month of August as unemployment
continues to stay above 9 percent.
Come home, America.

We must begin to focus on things
here at home and stop roaming the
world looking for dragons to slay. We
have a right and an obligation to de-
fend our Nation, but that includes
working for peace abroad and seeking
peaceful resolution of conflict, a capac-
ity that, at our peril, we have not fully
developed. I call it strength through
peace. It involves the pursuit of what
President Franklin Roosevelt called
the science of human relations, actu-
ally engaging those with whom we dis-
agree most to attempt to find a way to
coexist peacefully.

As Dr. Martin Luther King said at a
commencement address at Oberlin Col-
lege in 1965: “We must find some alter-
native to war and bloodshed. I do not
wish to minimize the complexity of the
problems to be faced in achieving dis-
armament and peace. But we shall not
have the courage, the insight, to deal
with such matters unless we are pre-
pared to undergo a mental and spir-
itual change. It is not enough to say we
must not wage war. We must love
peace and sacrifice for it. We must fix
our visions not merely on the negative
expulsion of war, but upon the positive
affirmation of peace. We must see that
peace represents a sweeter music, far
superior to the discords of war.”
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I believe the American people have
the capacity, Mr. Speaker, to undergo
the mental and spiritual change that
Dr. King spoke about.
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People are about that work in their
own private lives every day. The ques-
tion is: Does our government and those
who lead it have that capacity? Are we
willing to look, recognize that the path
we are on leads only to destruction and
poverty, and are we willing to embark
courageously on a new path?

To those who say that this is naive,
I ask: Has the strategy of military
intervention which took us and keeps
us in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Libya,
made us any safer? The musclebound
“with us or against us’’ mindset which
passes for statecraft has placed us on a
march of folly that in the past decade
has left America with thousands of
dead young soldiers, over a million
dead innocents in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and the surrounding region,
a new generation of terrorists, and tril-
lions upon trillions of dollars of debt.
As poverty and war are twins, so are
peace and prosperity.

Mindful of the disaster of spreading
war and being an eyewitness as to how
easily our country seems to be drawn
into conflict, I traveled to Syria this
year to personally urge their leader to
stop the violence, respect human
rights, and begin a transition towards
a democratic state. I traveled to Leb-
anon afterwards to hear the concerns
of leaders who also believe that the vi-
olence in Syria must stop and who are
concerned that if radical fundamen-
talism results in the overthrow of the
government of Syria, the same fires
will consume their own nation which
developed a fragile political and social
consensus after years of civil war.

I opposed the war in Libya, not only
because it was unconstitutional but it
was, and is, unconscionable for Amer-
ica to precipitate or take sides in a
civil war, spending perhaps billions in
an ongoing war when we have so many
pressing needs here at home. We went
in because we were told a massacre
could occur. Yet civilian casualties in
Libya mounted after the U.S. and
NATO attacked. In order to please the
West, Libya cooperated with the CIA,
got rid of its WMD program in 2004, and
privatized its economy, resulting in
massive unemployment.

It was moving through to reform
even as the West moved to bomb it and,
inexplicably, the West moved to take
up the cause of elements of al Qaeda
spurring the rebels. We learn today
from CNN that the rebels and fighters
aligned with them are looting weapons
warehouses across Libya, where as
many as 20,000 surface-to-air missiles
had previously been Kkept under lock
and key. Western officials, perhaps the
same geniuses who knowingly helped
rebel elements with ties to al Qaeda
overthrow the Libya Government, are
now worried that the surface-to-air
missiles and other weapons will get
into the wrong hands.
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